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In the epic Beowulf, Grendel represents evil, while Herot symbolizes good. These two show the ongoing struggle of good versus evil. Grendel was fearsome and terrorized Herot for many years. He was finally brought to death by the might of Beowulf, making Herot once again a safe haven.


Herot represented good in that it was a safe haven for Hrothgar's people. Herot was a sturdy mead hall where the men celebrated their victories. They sang, danced, and played music throughout the day. Herot also had beds for the warriors to sleep in at night. It was referred to as “that gold-shining hall”.


Grendel was the evil that terrorized Herot. He preyed on Hrothgar's men while they slept in the mead hall. He was called “mankind's enemy” (l. 79), he continually assaulted Herot with no sign of stopping. The sleeping men had no chance to fight back, and those who do could not harm Grendel. He was unaffected by the men's weapons. Though Grendel could not be harmed by man's weapons, he did fear God. He was unable to attack Hrothgar on his throne because of this. In the beginning of the story it says “God, whose love Grendel could not know” (l. 85). This showed that Grendel was a being of pure evil.


In the end, good triumphed over evil when Beowulf tore Grendel's arm off. Grendel fled in fear only to die later. Herot was once again a haven for Hrothgar's men to sing and drink. It also hinted that Beowulf received aid from God in destroying Grendel, which fortified that Herot was the home of good.

