NEO'S RING

FADE IN:

EXT PATH -- DAY

Josh and Traci walk down the path.

JOSH

You started studying Western Civ  yet?

TRACI

I don't even know where to start.  Fetrow's quizzes have been so random.  It's like he expects you to memorize every significant event in the whole history of civilization

EXT BENCH -- DAY

Josh and Traci sit on a bench.  Traci pulls out a bag of Cracker Jack.  She opens it and offers some to Josh.

JOSH

Can I have the prize?

TRACI

It's my bag.

JOSH

Can I have it if you don't want it?

She hands him the bag.  He takes out the prize and opens it.  It's a ring.  He reads the small card that came with it.

JOSH

"Neo's Ring.  A portal to the unknown."  Ooooooo.

TRACI

Try it on.

JOSH

You want me to put on the magic ring?

TRACI

If you're not scared.

JOSH

Please.

Josh tries on ring.  Nothing happens.  He takes the ring off and holds it out for Traci.

TRACI

Like you really expected something to happen.

JOSH

Your turn.

She puts on the ring.

TRACI

It's kinda cute.

Josh looks at the small card again.

JOSH

Oh.  I didn't turn it.  You're supposed to "turn the ring thrice to activate the portal."

TRACI

Anything to get out of Fetrow's class.

She turns the ring and disappears.

JOSH

Traci....?

EXT agent’s world -- DAY

Traci appears in the middle of the square.  The AGENT appears beside her.

AGENT

Miss Takaishi.  We've been expecting you.

TRACI

You know my name?

AGENT

We know everything.  

TRACI

Who's we?  Where am I?

AGENT

Give it to us.

He puts his hand on Traci's shoulder.  She pulls away.  

TRACI

Whoa!  Settle down.

AGENT

(moving closer)

Give us what brought you here.

TRACI

(looking at the ring)

I don't know...

AGENT

Give it to us NOW!

He reaches toward Traci.  Traci swings her backpack at him and knocks him backward.  She runs.

EXT CHASE -- DAY

Traci is chased by the agent.

EXT PARK -- DAY

Josh looks around the bench for Traci.  He calls out to her.

JOSH

Traci...Traci, where'd you go?  Come on, this isn't funny anymore...

EXT CHASE -- DAY

Traci comes around the corner, having apparently lost the Agent for the moment.  She hears Josh's VOICE.  

INTERCUT as needed.

TRACI

Josh!  Josh, where are you?

JOSH

I'm at our bench, where are you?

TRACI

I don't know.  Keep talking.  Maybe I can follow your voice....  

The agent APPEARS in front of Traci.

AGENT

Resistance is futile.

Traci turns to run.  Once again, the agent is in front of her.

AGENT

You can't run, Miss Takaishi.  Give it to us.

Traci hears Josh's VOICE again. 

JOSH

What does he want?

TRACI

The ring...

JOSH

Don't give it to him!  You'll be stuck there!

The agent steps forward.

TRACI

I'm warning you.  I know Tai bo.

AGENT

So do we.

JOSH

What's happening?!

TRACI

It doesn't look good...

JOSH

Turn the ring!

TRACI

What?

JOSH

Turn the ring!  That's what got you there. 

The agent gets closer.  Traci turns the ring.  She vanishes.

EXT RUINS -- DAY

Traci POPS in front of ruins.  She hears Josh's VOICE again

JOSH

Traci.  Traci, are you okay...?

TRACI

I don't know.  The bad guy's gone, but I still don't know where I am...

She moves to a different part of the ruins.

JOSH

Turn the ring again.

TRACI

Okay...

She does.  She vanishes.  Right after she does, the Agent  appears in the spot she just left.

EXT. BEACH -- DAY

Traci POPS up at the beach.

TRACI

Aw, man...

JOSH

What!?

TRACI

I'm still lost.

(looking around)

But actually, this place is kinda nice....

JOSH

Traci...

TRACI

I know, I know.  There's no place like home.

She turns the ring again.  Poof.

EXT. FOREST -- DAY

Traci POPS up in a forest.

TRACI

This is really getting old.

Josh notices something different about her voice.

JOSH

Traci...?

TRACI

I know, I know.  Turn the ring....

He turns and sees her a short ways away.

JOSH

No!

TRACI

Josh?!

They run towards each other and hug.

JOSH

That was so weird.

TRACI

I didn't think I was gonna make it back...

The Agent POPS in behind them.

AGENT

How touching.  Now give us what we want.

Josh steps in front of Traci.

JOSH

Leave her alone.

AGENT

Step aside.

Josh swings at the agent.  They fight.  Josh is left on the ground.  The Agent turns back to Traci.

AGENT

Why do you resist?

TRACI

(tugging on the ring)

I'm not resisting.  You can have it.

She pulls on the ring.  It doesn't budge.

TRACI

It won't come off!

AGENT

If you won't give it to us, we'll take it.

The Agent steps forward.

TRACI

I'm trying!  Really!

JOSH

Turn it the other way...

TRACI

What...?

JOSH

You turned it clockwise when you put it on.  Turn it the other way...

Traci does so.  The ring slides off.  She holds it out.

TRACI

Here!  Take it!

The Agent takes the ring.  He looks at it with curiousity.  Then he tosses it aside.

AGENT

We don't need a portal.  We need the fuel....

He reaches down into her backpack and pulls out the bag of Cracker Jack.  He tastes it.  A smile comes to his face.  He takes off his glasses and WINKS at the camera.

The Agent vanishes.

FADE TO BLACK:

THE END

